Toxoplasmic encephalitis and primary lymphoma of the brain--the shift in epidemiology: a case series and review of the literature.
With the advent of HAART, there has been a decline in the incidence of AIDS-defining illnesses. Despite this decline, we increasingly see patients who present with AIDS-defining illnesses similar to those seen during the early days of the HIV epidemic because patients are having difficulty in tolerating or adhering to their HAART regimens. In general, patients today are different: some are receiving prophylaxis to prevent HIV-related infections and many have experienced a more prolonged duration of immunosuppression resulting from intermittent use of HAART. We present 4 patients with neurologic symptoms and focal brain lesions and review and compare the diagnosis and treatment of toxoplasmic encephalitis with that of primary CNS lymphoma.